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TO  THE 

CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS 
OF  THE 

THEDWASTRE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


STOWMARKET, 

May,  1938. 

Gentlemen^ 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  of  Thedwastre  Rural  District  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December^  1937. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  (in  acres):  34,126. 

Population  (Cieinsus  1931):  8,040.  (Estimated  1937): 

7,688. 

Number  of  Inhabitated  Houses:  2,418. 

Rateable  Value:  £23,296. 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate:  £98. 

Social  Conditions. 

The  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  is  almost  entirely 
Agricultural.  The  district  contains  twenty  villages,  no  towns. 
There  are  no  large  estates,  the  district  being  mainly  divided 
into  small  farms,  few  exceeding  300  acres.  There  has  been, 
very  little  unemployment  in  the  district,  the  bacon  factory, 
building  works,  brick  works  and  gravel  pits  absorb  much  of 
the  labour. 
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Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

Live  Births  Total  M.  F. 

Legitimate  100  60  40 

Illegitimate  5  3  2 

Stillbirths  6  3  3 

Deaths  102  52  50 


Birth  Rate:  14-4  per  1000. 
Eng.  &  Wales:  14-9  per  1000. 

Rate  per  1000  total  (live  and 
still)  Births:  54-05. 

I  Death  Rate:  13-2  per  1000. 
\  Eng.  &  Wales:  12,-4  per  1000. 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  age. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age:  2. 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  births:  19:04.  Eng.  &  Wales :  58. 
Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  Legitimate  live  births:  20-0. 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  Illegitimate  live  births:  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ageisf) :  1. 

Whooping  Cough:  Nil. 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) :  1. 

There  were  13  deaths  from  Cancer,  1  from  Tuberculosis 
(Pulmonary),  33  from  Heart  Disease,  8  from  other  Circulatory 
Diseases,  5  from  Nephritis,  2  from  Pneumonia,  and  9  from 
Influenza. 

Of  the  2  deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age,  1  was 
notified  as  being  due  to  “  Congenital  Debility  or  Premature 
Birth.” 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

I.  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

(a)  Medical.  One  part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Healih, 
S.  C.  Hounsefild,  M.R.C.S.  (Eng.),  L.R.C.P,  (Lond,), 
appointed  in  1918. 

(b)  Others.  One  Sanitary  and  Food  Inspector,  Oswald 

J.  Wyatt,  M.S.I.A.,  Assoc.  R.S.lnst.,  holding ^  a  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Certificate  and  Meat  and  Foods  Certificate  of  the 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  appointed  in  1930. 
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One  additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  W.  Elwyn  Jones,  who 
holds  the  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary 
Inspectors’  Examination  Joint  Board  and  commenced  duties  on 
April  1st,  1937. 

2.  Nursing  in  the  Home.  No  change. 

3.  Laboratory  Facilities.  No  change. 

4.  Legislation  in  Force. 

Local  Acts.  Nil. 

Special  Local  Orders.  Nil. 

General  Adoptive  Acts  and  Byelaws  relating  to  Public 
Health  in  force  in  the  area:  Regulations  relating  to  Dairies' 
and  Cowsheds. 

5.  Hospitals. 

Isolation  Hospital.  No  change. 

There  will  be  a  complete  change  starting  on  April  1st,  1938, 
The  schemes  for  Isolation  accommodation  of  the  East  Suffolk 
and  West  Suffolk  County  Councils  involve  a  change  of  owner¬ 
ship  of  the  Stowmarket  Isolation  Hospital;  Thedwastre  Rural 
Pistrict  Council  then  parting  with  its  share  of  ownership,  but 
still  depending  on  its  cases  being  admitted  (at  a  charge  to  bo 
agreed),  until  the  West  Suffolk  County  Council  has  provided 
the  accommodation  promised. 


Cases  admitted  during  the  year 

ending 

31st  Dec 

ember, 

1937:  — 

Scarlet 

Diph- 

For  Ob- 

Fever 

theria 

servatio 

From  Stowmarket  U.D. 

...  10 

,,  Thedwastre  R.D. 

9 

,,  Gipping  R.D. 

...  34 

1 

,,  Hartismere  R.D. 

6 

2 

,,  Thingoe  R.D. 

1 

1 

,,  Norfolk 

3 

1 

Total 

...  63 

4 

1 

I'here  was  no  death  in  the  Hospital  during  the  year. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA, 
(i)  Water  Supply. 


The  water  supply  of  the  district  is  mainly  bored  or  dug 
wells,  there  is  only  one  piped  supply  in  the  area,  that  at  Gedding 
which  is  from  a  bored  well  and  is  privately  owned. 

Twenty  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  chemical 
examination  five  of  which  failed  to  pass  the  test,  these  were 
chiefly  from  wells  to  supply  new  houses. 

No  complaints  of  water  shortage  were  received. 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  position  is  unchanged,  nothing  can  be  added  to  the 
reports  of  previous  years  which  stated  that  sewerage  schemes 
are  required  in  almost  every  village  in  the  district. 

The  stream  running  through  the  main  street  of  the  village 
of  Walsham-le- Willows  was  cleansed  during  the  summer. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

No  action  has  been  taken  to  check  the  pollution  of  the 
streams,  none  can  be  taken  until  the  district  is  properly  sewered. 
The  direct  discharge  into  the  streams  of  house  drainage  con¬ 
tinues. 

3.  (i)  Closet  Accommodation. 

The  closet  accommodation  of  the  district  is  unchanged, 
consisting  chiefly  of  pails,  privies  and  a  smaller  number  of 
water  closets.  New  houses  are  provided  with  water  closets  or 
pails.  There  are  few  joint  closets  in  the  district.  Most  of  the 
houses  having  been  recently  inspected  it  is  now  possible  to 
estimate  the  accommodation  as  follows : 


Approximate  number  o^f  pails 


1800 

300 

200 


Approximate  number  of  privies 
Approximate  number  of  W.C.’s 
Pails  converted  to  water  closets 
Privies  converted  to  pails 


1 

10 


(ii)  Public  Cleansing. 

No  system  of  Public  Cleansing  has  been  put  into  operation, 
the  householders  themselves  undertake  this  important  duty,  the 
usual  method  being  burial  in  the  garden,  or  more  frequently} 
to  amass  an  accumulation  and  remove  .to  a  handy  pit  or  in 
ditches.  A  system  of  Public  Cleansing  should  certainly  bd 
adopted. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

(a)  Number  of  premises  visited  or  revisited:  1319. 

(b)  (1)  Number  gf  informal  notices  served:  304. 

Number  of  informal  notices  complied  with:  63. 

(2)  Number  of  statutory  notices  served:  3. 

Number  of  statutory  notices  complied  with :  3. 

Nuisances  and  Defects  Found. 

Defective  house  roof  ...  ...  ...  ...  134 

Defective  gutters  and  spouting  ...  ...  ...  17 

Defective  plaster  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  94 

Defective  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Defective  windows  ...  ...  ...  ...  104 

Defective  staircases  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Defective  firegrates  and  coppers  ...  ...  99 

Defective  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Defective  or  lack  of  paving  ...  ...  107 

Defective  doors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Defective  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Defective  external  walls  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Defective  well  structure  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dampness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  301 

Insufficient  light  and  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  338 

Lack  of  pantry  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Lack  of  handrail  to  staircase  ...  ...  ...  41 

Other  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 


Total  . 1447 


It  has  been  exceedingly  difficult  to  carry  out  the  repairs 
during  the  year,  the  chief  reason  being  that  the  builders  are 
very  busy,  the  outstanding  notices  are  now  being  complied  with. 

Disinfection  carried  out  at  10  premises. 

Complaints  received:  60. 

Drains  tested:  12.  Negative  7.  Positive  6. 

Total  Visits  paid  for  all  purposes:  4663. 
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Shops  Act,  1934. 

There  are  very  few  large  shops  within  the  district  but  many 
small  shops  and  are  generally  one  man  business.  The  usual 
method  adopted  for  heating  is  by  means  of  oil  stoves  and 
ventilated  by  fan  lights.  The  kitchens  are  used  for  washing 
and  meals.  The  closet  accommodation  is  of  the  pail  type. 
It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  during  the  year. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

No  smoke  observations  have  been  taken. 


Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  no  baths  or  pools  within  the  district. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  action. 

Schools. 

There  are  seventeen  Public  Elemental  y  Schools  within  the 
District,  one  has  however,  been  recently  destroyed  by  fire. 
All  of  the  schools  are  subject  to  inspection.  The  water  supplies 
lare  chiefly  wells,  and  closet  accommodation  of  the  shallow 
privy  type,  these  are  frequently  emptied  and  cleansed. 


GENERAL  HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

During  the  year  27  houses  were  erected  by  the  Council  for 
the  abatement  of  overcrowding  and  24  of  the  same  type  are 
in  course  of  erection,  these  should  be  cornpleted  by  the  end  of 
June  1938.  In  addition  8  houses  were  erected  to  replace 
properties  condemned.  It  will  be  necessary  to  embark  upon 
a  further  scheme  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding,  also  for 
the  replacement  of  condemned  houses. 

The  Housing  Committee  have  had  another  busy  year  and 
inspected  a  greater  number  of  houses,  condemning  those  unfit, 
others  have  been  scheduled,  further  inspections  are  being  made. 

The  Building  Trade  being  busy,  it  will  not  be  jpossible  to 
free  the  District  from  unfit  houses  by  the  end  of  1938  as 
required  by  the  Housing  Acts  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  further 
extension  will  be  made. 
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The  management  of  the  Council  Houses  has  been  entrusted 
to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  rent  collection  to  the  additionaiJ 
Sanitary  Inspector.  All  necessary  repairs  are  executed  with 
|;he  minimum  of  delay,  any  repairs  costing  over  £2  must  receive 
the  approval  of  the  Council.  Many  repairs  and  alterations  were 
carried  out. 

There  are  many  applications  for  Council  houses,  including 
young  people  who  are  anxious  to  get  married. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  was  also  appointed  Clerk  of  Works 
to  the  Council  Houses;  the  number  of  visits  paid  as  such  was 
342,  and  by  the  rent  collector  1,041, 

rhere  were  15  private  houses  erected  during  the  year; 
this  equals  the  figure  of  last  year. 


HOUSING. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  or 
Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  pur¬ 
pose 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli¬ 
dated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  752 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...1174 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
istate  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  65 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  302 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  olhcers  ...  ...  ...  63 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  i936: 

( ] )  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  2 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  32 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  19 

D.  — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1935.  Part  IV.  Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  42 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  175 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  2104 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

As  in  previous  years  the  district  is  supplied  by  local  pro¬ 
ducers  who  also  export  a  Quantity.  There  are  114  Cowkeepcrs, 
Retail  Purveyors  and  Wholesale  Producers  on  the  Register’ 
The  premises  are  visited  as  frequently  as  possible'  and  in  most 
cases  are  found  quite  clean.  Three  samples  of  milk  were  taken 
two  of  which  were  satisfactory. 

(b)  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condenined. 


Cattle,  excluding 

Cows  Cows  Calves 


Number  killed  624  — 

Number  inspected  550  — 

(All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis). 

Whole  carcases  condemned  —  — 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned  6  — 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than  tuberculosis  I  • 

(Tuberculosis  only). 

Whole  carcases  condemned  —  — 


Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 


-  5  - 

■sff- '  q  — 


30 

20 


Sheep  and 
Lambs  Pigs 

780  59,341 
500  59,000 


169 

3,131 

5* 

168 

5,342 


8.3 


There  are  4  Lioensied  Slaughter  Houses,  10  Registered 
Slaughter  Houses  and  1  Horse  Slaughterer  within  the  District. 


The  first  four  days  of  each  week  are  devoted  to  Meat 
Inspection.  The  butchers’  shops  and  slaughter  houses  are 
maintained  in  a  clean  condition  and  the  meat  sold  therefrom 
is  of  the  highest  quality. 


Total  number  of  visits  paid  to  slaughter  houses:  493. 


11 


Condemned  Meat,  Slaughter  Houses. 

Pork  776  lbs. 

Beef  124  lbs. 


900  lbs. 


Bacon  Factory. 

Slaughtering  takes  place  on  the  first  four  days  of  each 
week,  355  visits  were  paid  to  the  factory,  58,353  pigs  were 
killed  all  of  which  were  inspected. 

Condemned  Meat. 

Weight 

Carcases  336  44117 

Heads  5308  74312 

Plucks  2733  17131 

Intestines  1209 

Fats  344  1032 

Kidneys  3111  777 


137369  lbs. 


Gen.  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  151 

T.B.  Emaciation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

T.B.  Pleurisy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

T.B.  Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

T.B.  Peritonitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

T.B.  Urticaria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Jaundiced  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Fevered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

Moribund  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Erysipelas  (Swine)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Swine  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Septicaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Acute  Peritonitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Pleurisy  ...  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Pyaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(c)  Adulteration.  No  Action. 

(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

This  work  is  carried  out  at  the  East  Suffolk  Laboratories 

to  which  department  milk  samples  are  sent. 

(e)  Nutrition.  No  Action. 

(f)  Shell-fish.  No  Action  (inland  district). 


12 


Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act,  1928. 

61  Licences  were  issued  under  the  above  Reguladons  an 
increase  of  19  on  last  year  s  number  and  3  for  the  storage  of 

carbide  1  more  than  last  year.  Two  names  were  removed 
trom  the  Register. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

These  are  few  in  number  but  include  a  large  Bacon  Factory 
Inn  ting  Works,  Flowerpot  Factory,  Fat  Refining  and  Glue 
r  acto^,  ^o  Egg  Depots  and  other  small  workshops  connected 
with  the  Building  and  Agricultural  Industries.  A  large  gravel 

pit  has  been  opened  at  Badwell  Ash  at  which  over  20  hands 
are  employed. 

There  are  thirteen  Bakehouses  in  the  District  all  of  which 
are  inspected. 

Number  of  visits  to  Factories:  357. 

Workshops:  24. 

Workplaces:  342. 

No  action  was  necessary. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

General. 

The  District  has  been  nearly  free  from  Infectious  Diseases 
again  no  case  of  Diphtheria  and  only  11  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever! 

There^  has  been  a  very  extraordinary  and  welcome  improve¬ 
ment  as  far  as  Tuberculosis  is  concerned;  there  being  only  1 
new  case  notified  throughout  the  year  and  only  1  death.  Of 
course,  such  a  marked  improvement  cannot  be  expected  to  last 
but  is  welcome  nevertbeless.  ’ 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

during  the  year  1937. 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Small  Pox 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 1 

q 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Pneumonia 

4 

o 

Erysipelas 

L 

Ocher  Diseases  generally  notifiable 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  Nil. 
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Tuberculosis. 


New  cases  and  mortality  during  1937. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

A^e  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonarj/ 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pnlmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  . 

1  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5  . 

15  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

25  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

35  . 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

65  upwards 

Totals 

— 

1 

—  I 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

SUMMARY. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  Birth  and  'Death  rates  are  nearly  the  same  as  those 
for  England  and  Wales,  the  Death  rate  being  slightly  higher. 
'However,  the  Infant  Mortality  rate  is,  I  believe,  the  lowest  on 
record,,  being  only  19 ’04  per  1000  live  births  compared  wiih 
58-0  per  1000  for  England  and  Wales. 

I  have  already  commented  on  the  absence  of  fresh  cases 
of  Tuberculosis,  it  is  not  safe  to  base  any  conclusions  on  so 
short  a  period  or  on  one  district ;  but  Tuberculosis  is  diminish¬ 
ing  all  over  the  country ;  and  in  this  instance,  at  any  rate,  it 
.cannot  be  put  down  to  .Pasteurisation  of  milk  because  the 
mhabitants  of  this  district  simply  do  not  get  Pasteurised  milk. 
JRather  is  it  mainly  due  to  the  fact  that  the  nation  Jbas  been 
gradually  working  up  a  natural  immunity  for  centuries ;  alsoi, 
locally,  to  better  housing  conditions,  notification  and  the  neces¬ 
sary  knowledge  on  hygiene,  etc. 
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Strenuous  efforts  have  been  made  and  are  being  made  to 
improve  the  Housing  accommodation,  but  much  remains  to  be 
done.  Designs  of  houses  which  are,  at  the  same  time,  an 
economic  proposition  and  will  not  mar  and  destroy  the  beauties 
of  a  Country  District  are  conspicuous  by  their  non-existenoe. 
(However,  so  many  sanitary  questions  in  a  Rural  District  are) 
very  difficult  to  solve,  and  often,  of  necessity,  a  matter  of 
compromise. 

The  advantages  of  living  in  isolated  country  houses  are 
considerable  (especially  when  guarding  against  air-raids)  and 
no  doubt  should  be  encouraged ;  in  such  cases,  the  advantages 
compensate  for  having  to  deal  with  one’s  own  water  supply  and 
s  e  we  rage  disposals . 

The  greatest  problems  occur  in  the  larger  villages,  too 
large  for  villages  and  too  small  for  towns.  We  have  several 
in  ^  this  District,  notably  Elmswell,  Woolpit  and  Walsham-le- 
Willows ;  in  each  of  which  no  Medical  Officer  of  Health  can. 
be  really  satisfied  until  each  has  a  proper  sewerage  system  and 
a  safe  water  supply. 

As  1  am  retiring  in  July  1938,  after  having  served  the 
Council  for  20  years,  1  would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Council  for  the  courtesy  and  kindness  they 
have  .always  shown  me,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  his 
continuous  assistance  and  hard  work.  I  leave  with  many 
regrets,  honoured  and  happy  to  have  served  so  long,  although, 
as  I  have  already  said,  one  has  so  often  to  compromise  in  the 
work;  and  still  concerned  and  wishful  for  the  future  welfare  of 
the  District. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  HOUNSFIELD, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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